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Ruud Lighting® Inc. Wins Court Order Against Copyright Infringer 

Copying of BetaLED® marketing materials ruled infringement  
 

Racine, Wis., January 12, 2010 —Ruud Lighting Inc. today announced settlement in a 

copyright infringement lawsuit against Elcast Lighting, Inc. of Addison, Illinois. Ruud 

Lighting’s complaint, filed in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois, 

alleged that Elcast Lighting illegally distributed promotional sales brochures containing large 

portions of BetaLED copyrighted works, even including copying a registered brand (THE 

EDGE®) to customers and representatives. The defendant agreed to pay undisclosed damages 

to Ruud Lighting and adopt compliant business practices going forward.  

 

“Copyright and patent infringement is something we take very seriously and enforce not only 

to protect our own assets, but to protect buyers from receiving misleading messages by 

companies vying to get into the LED luminaire business,” said Ruud Lighting president 

Christopher Ruud. “This is an example of a company trying to jump on the bandwagon by 

stealing marketing materials and falsely attributing those claims to products that don’t even 

have the same features. It’s an unfortunate situation for the industry, as products with proven 

performance do exist and are being adopted around the world. It’s essential to safeguard 

consumers against false claims, so that informed buying decisions can be made. BetaLED is 

doing its part to protect buyers and show how to properly evaluate LED products.”  
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In the settlement, Elcast representatives agreed to cease and desist and will comply with a 

permanent injunction prohibiting further copying, use or distribution of sales and marketing 

materials that infringe on Ruud Lighting’s copyrighted works.  

 

About Ruud Lighting Inc. 

Since 1982, companies and divisions of Ruud Lighting Inc. have developed, manufactured 
and sold a range of products through various channels for residential, commercial and 
industrial lighting applications. Ruud Lighting products are sold internationally through 
Ruud Lighting Europe (Florence, Italy) and Ruud Lighting Canada (Toronto).  Other sales 
partner offices are located in Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and the Middle East. 
 

About BetaLED  

BetaLED was established to dedicate resources to the emerging use of LED technology for 
general illumination. BetaLED, a division of Ruud Lighting, provides the lighting market with 
high-quality, specification-grade luminaires for exterior lighting applications.  For additional 
exterior LED luminaire information, visit www.BetaLED.com. 
 
 


